








the Steinway or serve as living quarters 
for the in-laws. Thanks to an open floor 
plan and super-strong support system in 
which “everything is going back into the 
sills,” some clients use their GeoBarn to 
garage and maintain their boat or spe-
cialty car—even on an upper level.

THE RIGHT PRICE
Aside from the design flexibility, the 
company owes some of its market share 
to its price point. Since straight post-
and-beam construction is labor inten-
sive, it’s often priced out of the market, 

Abetti explains. In addition, competitors 
rely so heavily on standardized materi-
als that building custom-sized barns 
becomes difficult and more costly. A 
GeoBarn can cost up to half of what a 
traditional post-and-beam structure 
might, Abetti says. “We’re tough to com-
pete with economically.”

The 60-year-old president and general 
manager of GeoBarns is also entirely 
transparent when it comes to his quotes. 
“I’m really open about money,” he says. 
“[My clients] know how much I’ll make.” 
He says he aims for a 20 percent profit 
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Commercial nursery and farmers' market in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Rural home near Appomattox, Virginia.
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our pursuit of money, “we’ve lost a lot 
of sense of community and our con-
nection to the land.” But clients who 
build a GeoBarn are making a state-
ment about how they want to live, he 
continues. The building experience 
and the end product offer a way to 
reconnect to community and our 
agrarian roots. “Barns represent what 
we’ve lost and what we yearn for as a 
society.”

In fact, the building process is al-
most like an Amish barn raising. “We 
invite all our clients to be part of our 
crew,” Abetti explains. “Some think 
it’s crazy.” And while the foreman 
typically lives in his recreational ve-
hicle on the work site, his handpicked 
crew (Abetti hires individuals “based 
on a personal relationship and trains 
them to be carpenters”) often eats and 
sleeps in the clients’ main home. »  

Current project on Howe Hill in Sharon, 
Vermont.
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